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April   29,   2020  

 

Dear   5th   Grade   Parents   and   Guardians,  

 

The   school   year   is   coming   to   an   end   quickly   and   it   is   time   to   start   thinking   about   middle   school!   It   is  

amazing   how   fast   a   school   year   goes.   My   name   is   Leanna   Davis.   This   is   my   second   year   as   the   Principal  

of   Portland   Middle   School.   It   has   been   an   interesting   year   for   all   of   us.   I   am   looking   forward   to  

meeting   all   of   our   incoming   6th   graders   this   fall   though.   Due   to   the   current   closure   things   will   be  

executed   a   little   differently   than   they   normally   would   be   done.   

 

Here   is   a   list   of   some   of   the   staff   that   you   will   get   to   know   over   the   next   year   at   Portland   MS-  

Principal   -   Leanna   Davis  

Dean   of   Students   -   Tim   Hoffman  

Secretary   -   Stacy   Gross  

Counselor   -   Ashley   James  

6th   Grade   Mathematics   -   Racheal   Donahue  

6th   Grade   Science   &   Mathematics   -   Tammi   Wardwell  

6th   Grade   Science   -   Joel   Cross  

6th   Grade   Social   Studies   -   Travis   Trierweiler  

6th   Grade   ELA   -   Karen   Knaebel  

6th   Grade   ELA   &   Social   Studies   -   Kelly   Gordon  

 

Course   Requesting  

In   a   normal   school   year   we   would   come   visit   the   5th   grade   students   at   Westwood   and   walk   through  

how   to   request   courses   through   Skyward.   Skyward   is   the   district’s   data   hub   that   stores   all   student  

information,   attendance,   discipline,   schedule,   and   grades.   I   will   send   out   more   information   about   how  

to   navigate   Skyward   as   we   get   closer   to   the   school   year.   

 

Due   to   the   school   closure   we   are   unable   to   have   students   request   courses   through   Skyward   because   at  

this   point   in   time   our   5th   grade   students   do   not   have   access   to   their   login   information.   We   have  

created   a   Google   Form   that   allows   students   to   request   courses   during   this   time.   We   will   then   take   the  

information   from   the   Google   Form   and   utilize   it   to   help   create   a   student’s   schedule.   It   is   not   required  

to   complete   this   but   it   is   beneficial   for   us   as   we   create   schedules.   

 

As   an   overview   here   is   what   the   schedule   looks   like   for   a   middle   school   student   -   

1st   Hour  

2nd   Hour  

3rd   Hour-   Intervention   or   Enrichment   (30   minutes)  

4th   Hour  

5th   Hour  

6th   Hour  

7th   Hour  

**They   will   have   4   core   classes,   2   electives   and   1   intervention/enrichment.   
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Students   will   be   requesting   their   intervention/enrichment   and   electives.   All   students   have   their   core  

classes-   math,   social   studies,   science,   and   ELA-   and   these   will   already   be   requested   for   them.   Please  

look   over   the   handout   (6th   Grade   Course   Registration)   below   for   more   descriptions   on   enrichments  

and   electives.   There   are   areas   to   fill   out   on   the   paperwork,   you   may   fill   them   out   if   you   would   like   and  

then   your   student   can   use   that   while   they   are   requesting   their   classes   in   the   Google   Form.   

 

6th   Grade   Course   Registration   2020-2021  

 

Just   a   couple   of   items   to   know-   this   process   has   nothing   to   do   with   what   teachers   the   student   will  

have,   it   is   merely   a   request   for   their   courses.   This   also   doesn't   mean   that   it   is   guaranteed   that   they   get  

all   of   the   courses   they   request.   We   do   our   best   to   accommodate   every   request   but   due   to   numbers   and  

availability,   it   is   not   always   possible.  

 

Please   fill   out   the   following   Google   Form   for   requesting   courses   -  

 

6th   Grade   Course   Request   Google   Form   -   2020-2021  

 

We   will   accept   course   requests   through   Friday,   May   22nd.   

 

Future   Events  

In   order   to   help   ease   the   transition   from   5th   grade   to   6th   grade   we   will   host   a   Google   Meet   for  

students,   and   one   for   parents.   Typically   we   would   have   a   visit   to   the   middle   school   for   our   5th   graders  

and   also   a   parent   orientation   but   due   to   the   current   situation   we   will   be   hosting   virtual   meetings.   Here  

are   the   dates   and   times   for   the   Google   Meets   -  

 

Incoming   6th   Grade   Parents:   Wednesday,   May   20th   at   7:00   p.m.  

Google   Meet   Link:    https://meet.google.com/gjj-hnwh-eow   

Google   Meet   Call   In   Phone   #:    +1   530-770-2018       PIN:   183   273   626#   
 

Incoming   6th   Graders:   Tuesday,   May   26th   at   4:00   p.m.   

Google   Meet   Link:    https://meet.google.com/vcg-diwr-ikz   

Google   Meet   Call   In   Phone   #:    +1   832-821-6422      PIN:   709   189   469#  
 
Prior   to   our   Google   Meetings   please   fill   out   the   following   forms   to   help   us   guide   the  

conversations   and   address   any   questions/concerns   you   or   your   student(s)   may   have.   

 

Student   ONLY   Google   Form  

 

Parent/Guardian   ONLY   Google   Form  

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_JdLzf275m6nwlItDFKAMl_r_ZRly2S-p_O_lBIJwKA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfp1Tlw-noVDLgus8I_5gXBksGwbfGE_hq2UkvhhXwBIkWmpw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://meet.google.com/gjj-hnwh-eow
https://meet.google.com/vcg-diwr-ikz
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeE63D6lUqnNGlI66huYmKbA-puIegBaP5xaUtnvIFfb59qTQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedqIwyJturIxOO-CZkeorrBUmNNdWEissQ9FOKBcjp85xaAQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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The   transition   from   Westwood   Elementary   School   to   Portland   Middle   School   is   exciting,  

nerve-racking,   and   a   monumental   time   in   your   student’s   life.   We   are   happy   to   be   a   part   of   the   support  

system   for   your   student   during   this   transition.   Although   they   are   not   quite   students   of   Portland  

Middle   School   yet,   please   feel   free   to   email   or   call   me   if   you   have   any   questions   or   concerns.   My   email  

is:    ldavis@portlandk12.org .   

 

I   look   forward   to   meeting   you   and   your   student   soon!  

 

Sincerely,   

 

 

Leanna   Davis  

Principal  

 

mailto:ldavis@portlandk12.org

